Student Laptop Purchase Guidelines:

Features

Description

Operating System

Should run Windows 11 (or be eligible for a free upgrade to Windows 11) — ensures full
compatibility with school software and third-party apps.

Avoid models labelled Windows 10 only, since support for Windows 10 is winding down and
newer features/apps will favour Windows 11.

Memory (RAM)

Minimum: 8 GB RAM — good baseline for web browsing, Office apps, video streaming,
note-taking, and everyday student tasks.

Preferable: 16 GB RAM — if the budget allows, it gives a noticeably smoother experience if
students multitask (e.g. browser + Word + OneNote + Teams + Spotify) or heavier apps.

Storage (SSD)

Minimum: 256 GB SSD — ensures enough space for Windows 11, apps, documents, browser
cache, and some videos/photos.

Preferable: 512 GB SSD or more — offers more room for growth, fewer slowdowns, better
longevity.

Stylus / Inking
Support (Digitizer)

For handwriting, annotation, sketching, or taking notes with a pen: ensure the laptop
supports active pen/digitiser input.

Look for phrases “Active Stylus support”, “Digitiser”, “Pen included” or mention of pen
protocols like “Wacom AES” or “Microsoft Pen Protocol (MPP)”.

If the listing only says “touchscreen”, find out if it supports a pen with pressure sensitivity
(not just a finger-touch stylus).

Screen & Form
Factor

Best size: 13"—14" convertible (2-in-1) or flip-around — balances portability, keyboard
usability, and note-taking.

If 15" or larger: fine, but may be heavier to carry daily.
Convertible/2-in-1 design is helpful for note-taking (flip/tablet mode) + typing.

Full HD (1920x1080) resolution at minimum; a higher resolution (2K) is a plus.

Processor (CPU)

Choose a recent processor (Intel 11th Gen/12th Gen/13th Gen or AMD Ryzen 5000/6000
series or newer).

For schoolwork and note-taking on a budget, the AMD version offers good performance and
saves about £100—£200.

Intel versions can offer slightly better battery life and screen display but may not always be
obvious.

Warranty & New
Stock or
refurbished?

Highly encouraged that the laptop is brand-new, refurbished or used are acceptable as long
as it meets the requirements.

Confirm stock at a trusted UK retailer if buying locally (for easiest support/returns).




Digital Device Buyer Guide:

Basic (£300-£400)

TravelMate

B3Spm

Lenovo IdeaPad Flex 5 141AU7 14" 8 GB RAM/ optional standard Lenovo Ao.com £329
2-in-1 Laptop - Intel® Core™ i5 128GB - 256 pen according to Lenovo (128GB storage)
T GB SSD
(varies) Ao.com £339
(256GB storage)

HP Pavilion 14" x360 Laptop - Intel® 8 GB RAM/ Touchscreen, compatible Hp.com £399
Core™ i3 256GB SSD with a HP Digital Pen MPP

1.51 (Lightweight digital pen

for use with Pavilion laptops

only) — sold separately

£39.95
ACER Aspire Go Spin 14 14" 2in 1 8 GB RAM/ touchscreen and a stylus Currys £449 -
Laptop 256 GB SSD support, such as the Acer might stretch

Active Stylus, is sold slightly above

separately - ACER AES 2.0 [ £400 but worth

Active Stylus £38.67 watching for

deals.
Standard (£400-£500)
Acer TravelMate B3 Spin 12 8 GB RAM/ Touchscreen, Digitizer, digital | £470.44
256 GB SSD pen

HP Pavilion 14" x360 Laptop - Intel®

8GB RAM/ 512

Touchscreen, compatible

Hp.com £479.00

TravelMate

PASpin

Core™ j5 (h|gher Spec) GB SSD with a HP Digital Pen MPP
: 1.51 (Lightweight digital pen
for use with Pavilion laptops
only) — sold separately
£39.95
8 GB RAM / Digitizer, digital pen included | £558.84
256 GB SSD



https://ao.com/product/82r7008juk-lenovo-ideapad-flex-5-14iau7-laptop-blue-107839-251.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ao.com/product/82r7008juk-lenovo-ideapad-flex-5-14iau7-laptop-blue-107839-251.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ao.com/product/82r7008kuk-lenovo-ideapad-flex-5-14iau7-laptop-blue-107841-251.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ao.com/product/82r7008kuk-lenovo-ideapad-flex-5-14iau7-laptop-blue-107841-251.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=3V2X4AA&opt=ABB&sel=ACC
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=3V2X4AA&opt=ABB&sel=ACC
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=800P2EA&opt=ABU&sel=NTB&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.amazon.co.uk/ACER-Active-Stylus-ASA410-Black/dp/B0F2YDPC89/ref=asc_df_B0F2YDPC89?mcid=86cc4e8a1a7c3ffd815884dcabd52855&hvocijid=14210737548389712279-B0F2YDPC89-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14210737548389712279&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045126&hvtargid=pla-2281435176858&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/ACER-Active-Stylus-ASA410-Black/dp/B0F2YDPC89/ref=asc_df_B0F2YDPC89?mcid=86cc4e8a1a7c3ffd815884dcabd52855&hvocijid=14210737548389712279-B0F2YDPC89-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14210737548389712279&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045126&hvtargid=pla-2281435176858&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.currys.co.uk/products/acer-aspire-go-spin-14-14-2-in-1-laptop-intel-core-3-256-gb-ssd-silver-10284839.html
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=3V2X4AA&opt=ABB&sel=ACC
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=3V2X4AA&opt=ABB&sel=ACC
https://www.hp.com/gb-en/shop/product.aspx?id=8D8D4EA&opt=ABU&sel=NTB&utm_source=chatgpt.com#technical-details
https://business.currys.co.uk/catalogue/computing/laptops/windows-laptop/acer-travelmate-p4-spin-14-tmp414rn-53-tco-14-intel-core-i3-i3-1315u-8-gb-ram-256-gb-ssd-uk/P303123P?cidp=Froogle&utm_source=chatgpt.com

Lenovo IdeaPad 5 Hybrid 14IRH9 16 GB RAM/ Support Stylus Amazon £699.99
Intel Core i7-13620H 16GB RAM 512 GB storage
512GB SSD 14" Touchscreen Recommended Stylus Pens:

Windows 11 Home 2-in-1 Laptop
e Lenovo Precision Pen 2

£31.50 (rechargeable via
USB-C)

e Lenovo Digital Pen 2
£38.50 (uses a AAAA
battery)

Lenovo Yoga 7i 2-in-1 Gen 10 (14" 16 GB RAM/ Yoga Pen (optional) £34.99 Lenova £799.99
|nte|) 512 GB SSD

Samsung Galaxy Book3 360 8 GB of RAM/ | S-Pen Stylus included Currys£649.00
256 GB SSD

Galaxy Book 3

Premium (£800 — £1000+)

Lenovo ThinkPad L13 2-in-1 Gen 6 16GBRAM/ Lenovo Integrated Pen Lenovo£907.99
256 GB SSD
16GBRAM/ supported Dell Active Pen Dell £849.00

512 GB SSD (separately sold)



https://www.lenovo.com/gb/en/p/accessories-and-software/stylus-pens-and-supplies/pens/4x81h95637?orgRef=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.google.com%252F&cid=uk:sem:am7ugn&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12612262714&gbraid=0AAAAADHQmtMzQyL_WtKdVoXky7SEWuKCm&gclid=CjwKCAiA_dDIBhB6EiwAvzc1cIHrXwU8YlKYqTZU3k7Vm6Nhfprcxb2zZhxW2899MvqF-JafsTKMyhoC4aIQAvD_BwE
https://www.lenovo.com/gb/en/p/accessories-and-software/stylus-pens-and-supplies/pens/4x81h95633?orgRef=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.google.com%252F&cid=uk:sem:am7ugn&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12612262714&gbraid=0AAAAADHQmtMzQyL_WtKdVoXky7SEWuKCm&gclid=CjwKCAiA_dDIBhB6EiwAvzc1cGae5lSIC99n4X1UY2HTh9yJVR1BRkTrt3g1tsy1NO8w9kKy_7EpXBoCquIQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lenovo-IdeaPad-i7-13620H-Touchscreen-Windows/dp/B0FLKY5PZC?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&ref_=fplfs&psc=1&smid=AXGEUC00TYC0X&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lenovo.com/gb/en/p/accessories-and-software/stylus-pens-and-supplies/pens/gx81s07448
https://www.lenovo.com/gb/en/p/laptops/yoga/yoga-2-in-1-series/lenovo-yoga-7i-2-in-1-gen-10-14-inch-intel/len101y0056
https://www.currys.co.uk/products/samsung-galaxy-book3-360-13.3-2-in-1-laptop-intel-core-i5-256-gb-ssd-graphite-10247201.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lenovo.com/gb/en/p/laptops/thinkpad/thinkpadl/lenovo-thinkpad-l13-2-in-1-gen-6-13-inch-amd-laptop/21rdcto1wwgb1?orgRef=https%253A%252F%252Fchatgpt.com%252F&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dell.com/en-uk/shop/cty/pdp/spd/dell-db04250-2-in-1-laptop/cndb0425003?tfcid=43590050&utm_source=chatgpt.com

¢ Future-Proofing and Longevity
When buying a student laptop, it’s important to think about how long it will stay fast and compatible with future
software updates and school needs. A laptop that feels fine today may slow down quickly if it has limited memory,
storage, or processor power. If your child is likely to take subjects that involve creative work, technical design,
programming, or media production, it is worth investing in a higher-spec device with more memory, storage, and

raphics capability to ensure smooth performance and lasting reliability throughout their school years.

Category Typical Specs Expected Lifespan Future-Proofing Notes

Budget 8 GB RAM, 256 GB SSD, J- About 2—3 years | Good for basic tasks (typing, browsing, Office,

(£300 - entry-level CPU (e.g., Intel Teams). May feel slower after a few years as apps

£400) N-series, Ryzen 3). become heavier or Windows 11 adds features.

Mid-range | 8 — 16 GB RAM, 256 - 512 GB | - Around 4-5 Balanced choice. Handles schoolwork,

(£400 - SSD, Intel i5 / Ryzen 5. years note-taking, and light creative work comfortably.

£600) Likely to remain smooth through a full secondary
cycle if well cared for.

Premium 16 GB RAM+, 512 GB SSD+, J- 5+ years Built for long-term use. Better components,

(£600 +) Intel i7 / Ryzen 7 / Core Ultra. displays, and battery life. Ideal if you want to
avoid replacing the device during GCSE/A-Level
years.

B | aptop Brand Comparison Guide

Brand Reputation & Strengths Things to Consider Star Rating
(% out of 5)

Lenovo | Reliable and durable; good build quality and strong Customer support can be slow at . 8.0.8. 8¢
value across price ranges. Their ThinkPad and Yoga times; some budget models feel (4.2)
series are well-regarded for typing comfort and less premium.
longevity.

Dell Excellent engineering and build quality; good Premium models can be expensive | % % % %
after-sales support; widely trusted in education and | £800- £1000++; entry-level Inspiron | (4.0)
business sectors. models vary in quality.

HP Broad range from student to professional; attractive | Quality can vary by price tier; mixed | % % % 5%
designs and good availability; solid all-round brand. | feedback on customer service. (3.8)

Samsun | Premium design and excellent display quality; ideal Higher prices for equivalent specs; * kS

g for handwriting and stylus use; integrates well with fewer mid-range value options. (3.7)

Galaxy phones/tablets.

Acer Very strong value for money; good performance at Build and battery life may be % % % (3.5)
lower price points; widely available in UK retailers. weaker on cheaper models; feels

less premium overall.

(%4 Quick “tick-off” list to hand to a vendor or review yourself

[J Windows 11 Pro (preferably or upgradeable)

[J RAM: 28 GB (preferably 16 GB)

[J Storage: 2256 GB SSD (preferably 512 GB)

[J Supports active pen/digitiser (mention “active stylus”, “digitiser”,

” o«

pen included”)

[J Screen size ~13"-14", Full HD or better, convertible design if possible

[J Trusted UK retailer, highly recommended brand-new unit, warranty included
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